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Name, Title
Committee
Address
City, State, Zip
Dear (Name),
I am writing to urge you to intervene with Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa Jackson.  Businesses like ours are being forced to comply with new lead paint regulations scheduled to take effect on April 22, 2010. The rules (officially named EPA's Renovation, Repair, and Painting (RRP) Program) apply to homes and other buildings built prior to 1978. 

While the window and door industry has several concerns with these new rules, we nevertheless recognize the need to comply with them. That said, it is a virtual certainty that the majority of window and door dealers like ours, those in the state of (State), and others around the nation will not be in compliance by the required date.  

Though the rules were promulgated in 2008, our industry was not informed about the need for supplemental training and certification until much later. In addition, the regulation originally included an "opt-out" provision allowing customers to sign a waiver releasing liability to the installing dealer as long as there are no pregnant women or children under the age of six living in the home. Our understanding is that this opt-out provision may not be part of the final rule.

Our appeal to you is two-fold -

1) Preserve the opt-out provision. This is a common-sense, cost-reducing carve-out that puts control in consumers' hands while not compromising health and safety. 

2) Defer the regulation's implementation date to January 1, 2011, or later.  

The current tax credit for energy improvements is scheduled to expire on January 1. The delay will allow contractors, remodelers and renovators the time needed to attend training courses (which are currently in high demand or even sold-out) and earn their certifications. Without this added cushion, many quality service providers could have their insurance policies canceled due to carriers' concerns about liability associated with the lead paint rules.

The additional time should likewise ensure that the kits used to detect lead are both reliable and accurate. Currently, the kits do not provide definitive results when testing to determine if lead is present and at a level to which the rule applies, or to test the work area for compliance once work is complete. Ideally, the regulations would be delayed until accurate tests are commercially available.

I realize the lead paint rules are probably not among your highest priorities; however, you need to know that as it is currently written, the regulation is a serious and potentially devastating issue to our company and many other companies in (State). We simply ask that you implore the EPA to give us some much-needed breathing room so that compliance does not put us out of business.

I would be happy to discuss our concerns in more depth with you or your staff at any time.

Sincerely,  
